San Diego Festival Chorus

August 3rd 2009

Dear Friends:

We hope that you were part of our May 3rd 2009 concert when we performed to over 900 people at the College Avenue Church. Rossini’s powerful “Stabat Mater” and Highlights from Lerner and Loewe’s Musicals to standing ovations. 

Or perhaps you joined us for our fabulous 17-day concert tour of Italy where 60 members of our travel entourage toured the major cities as we performed 8 joyous concerts while enjoying the culture, history, beauty, food and art of this great country. Highlights of our trip included singing the 5:00PM service in Saint Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican attended by nearly 800 people. Finally, the awesome reception the chorus received as we performed our final concert to a standing room audience in the Santa Maria Church, in the medieval town of Amaseno, where I was born. The Roman feast dinner and party that followed will remain a treasured memory of the trip.

Now is your chance to again experience the excitement and joy of another year of musical activity as we prepare for our 2009-2010 concert season. Scheduled for performance are:

     George Fredrick Handel’s “Messiah” (Christmas Portion)
     Sunday, December 13th 2009, 3-5 PM

     Johannes Brahms “A German Requiem” 
     Sunday, May 2nd 2010, 3-5 PM 

Again, our concert venues are scheduled for the beautiful sanctuary of the College Avenue Baptist Church.

As usual, we will include a lighter second portion in each of our concerts with holiday selections, show tunes, gospel, spirituals and Americana music. We will be joined by a 48-piece symphony orchestra and professional soloists. Additionally, opportunities will be available for interested solo work from chorus members for the second half of our presentations. Due to the popularity of the “Messiah”, we will be expecting a larger than usual enrollment. Now is the time to encourage your singing friends to join us.

Our first rehearsal is Monday, September 14th 7-9:15 PM at the Hillsdale Middle School in Rancho San Diego. If you are not able to attend the first rehearsal, come when you can. If you are not able to attend the first rehearsal, please call me at 619-670-3588 to indicate when you might join us. As always, there are no auditions or tryouts for new members but I would appreciate a call from them so I can learn a little something about their past musical experience.

Registration Fees will remain at $50.00 which includes the study CD’s. Music will be available for purchase at our first rehearsal or when you are able to attend. If you have your own copy of the “Messiah”, bring it along and receive a $5.00 discount towards the purchase of your music which is $17.00 However, due to the many editions of the “Messiah”, you will be responsible for marking the page numbers and music variations to coincide with the Schirmer Edition that I will have for purchase. (The Christmas Portion is also lighter than the complete “Messiah” copies of most publishers. I will be ordering 85 copies of the Schirmer edition.
I hope you will join us!

Very truly yours,

Anthony V. Mostardo
